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What I Believe

I dont believe that God above,
who gave to us His Son in love,
would turn His back on you and me,
who look to Him to set us free
from death and hell and misery.

I dont believe that Jesus Christ,
who came to earth to pay the price
to deliver men from sin and shame,
to raise us up to praise His name,
Would leave us here and not come again.

I dont believe His heavenly Dove,
who came to us from God above
to teach us of our Saviors love,
would fly away, But 1 do believe
Hes with me now, to encourage,
to strengthen, in this heavenly way.




CHRISTMAS OR XMAS

It is getting close to the time of year when we celebrate the
Christmas holiday. It is supposed to be a time to remember
the birth of Christ. However, what we find mostly is a holi-
day for people to do everything but remember the birth of
Christ.

Have you noticed that people write Xmas instead of Christ-
mas? This is simply to shorten a long word they say. It may
seem that way at first, but it is really taking the Christ out of
Christmas. This trend is increasing to the point of com-
pletely changing the day to simply a winter holiday.

At my place of work, they always used to refer, in company
policy, to the Christmas holiday. However, in the last couple
of years, it has been changed to simply the “Winter break.”
There is a desire to get rid of anything that might possibly
have some specific religious connotation to it.

In the commercial world, there is a desire to use whatever
brings in the most customers to spend their money. This is
the current use of the holiday for the world. They base their
forecast of the economy on the Christmas holiday sales
figures. How far we have come from the birth of Christ.

It is not my intention to tell anyone that they should not buy
any gifts for Christmas. | would not tell anyone that they
should not get together with their family for Christmas.
However, | would tell anyone who knows the Lord that they
need to remember who is the reason for the season. If all



those other things get us occupied to the point of forgetting
Christ, then we have lost the purpose of this holiday.

It is not important whether you can afford to give gifts. It is
not important whether you receive gifts. It is not even im-
portant whether someone remember you or not during the
holiday. The only thing that is important is whether we re-
member and reflected on the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

| have seen many people get very upset because some-
one did not send them a card or gift. Some have been hurt
because they were not remembered by some friend or fam-
ily. How far from the example of Christ Himself, who we are
supposed to be remembering, who did not even have a
decent place to be born. No family other than His parents,
and was then the object of Herod’s hatred.

We, as God’s children, who have the life of Christ in us,
become just like the world during this holiday. We are to be
separate, different from the world. We know the One who
gave up everything (heaven, glory, comfort) to come and
live a humble life and die for us. Let us reflect on these
things this year. Consider what a great meaning lies in the
Christmas holiday. God came to be with us in the form of a
baby whose name is Jesus.

Whether you spend the Christmas holiday with family or
friends, or even alone, think about Jesus. Make Him the
center of your celebration. He truly is the reason for cel-
ebrating this Christmas.

Gordon Crook



Shortages and Crises

We read further of Elijah and his faith in | Kings nineteen. He
boldly put God to the test when he poured water upon the atar
and sacrificed, after the priest of Baal had made offerings. They
could not get an answer from their god. Elijah proved beforethis
great multitude that his God was alive. Then he destroyed those
false prophets.

When Jezebel |earned of the death of four hundred of her proph-
ets, she became angry and vowed to kill the prophet Elijah. “And
when he (Elijah) saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and
cameto Beershebawhich bel ongeth to Judah, and | eft his servant
there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness,
and came and sat down under ajumper tree: and he requested for
himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O Lord,
take away my life; for | am not better than my fathers’ - | Kings
19:3/4.

Now, Elijah wasin aplace where God wanted him. Hewas not
so forceful and strong in himself. He had been perfectly obedient
in doing God’'s will. As James writes, “Elias was a man subject
tolike passionsaswe are: - James 5:17. He became discouraged.
He seemsto havelost his“go power.” * | cannot go any further. |
cannot take any more.” Hedid not realize then, that hewasbeing
prepared for transation. Think of that!

“And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an
angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. And he
looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a
cruse of water at hishead. And hedid eat and drink, and laid him
down again. And the angel of the Lord came again the second



time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; becausethejour -
ney istoo great for thee” - | Kings 19:5-7.

Thisiswhat the Lord wants us to realize. We think, as we begin
our journey, that we have enough gasto get there. But, asit was
with Elijah, it may be with us. The journey istoo great for us.
We need to realize that our own resources are limited, then God
must supply His own. Praise God, for His faithfulness!

“And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of
that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of
God” - | Kings 19:8. He surely was strengthened to finish his
cour se - to make the trip that God had planned for him.

“Forty” is the number of testing. M oses was forty years old
when he attempted to deliver the children of Israel out of
bondage. God had forty more years of training for him on
the backside of the desert. Jesus went into the wilderness to
be tempted of Satan forty days and nights. We read how, af-
ter Jesusarosefrom the grave, Hewalked upon the earth for
forty daysas proof that He had comeforth triumphant from
the grave. Elijah went forty days and nights on the strength of
thisone meal. He was provided with Divine “ go power.”

In the next issue: “A fuel shortage.”
by Jack Davis
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It is impossible for that man to despair

who remembers that his Helper is omnipotent
Psalm 121:1,2,7



The Cross of Christ

| Cor. 1:17-31

The apostle Paul was chosen to preach the good news (the gos-
pel of Christ - V.17). It isa simple message not to be given with
“wisdom of words,” lest the cross of Christ should be made of
none effect. Sad to say philosophy (the wisdom of thisworld) has
invaded the church today just asin Corinth of Paul’s day.

We are sometimestold we need to catch the spirit of theage. NO,
the preaching of the cross (which is true wisdom) corrects it.
Beware of catching the spirit of the age, for we can and will be
mastered by it. We must not be affected by the world, We arein
theworld, but not of it. Weare called to belightsin thisdarkened
world.

The message of the cross which is the wisdom of God mani-
fested, is regarded as just foolishness, silliness and absurd by
some (V. 18). It is contrary to their own thinking, their philoso-
phies. Itisnot just misunderstood, but despised. They are perish-
ing because of that attitude. But to those who receive and be-
lieve, it isthe power of God (a saving dynamic). All who trust
themselves to it experience within them that dynamic power.
Delivered from the power of darknessand trandated into the king-
dom of God's dear Son (Col. 1:13). What a contrast, “foolish-
ness’ is just a thing of the mind or opinion; “power” acts and
produces results.

“For it iswritten, | will destroy the wisdom of thewise...” V. 19.
Whereisit written? Isa. 29:13,14. Paul asksin V. 20, “Whereis
thewise?’ In other words, what doesit all amount to? All itis, is
vanity and foolishness. The overruling God has made foolish the



whole business. The world looks upon the message of the cross
as silliness, but God proves by what He has done by the word of
the cross, the silliness of all their thinking. Rom. 1:22, “ Profess-
ing themselvesto be wise, they became fools.”

Inall theworld's philosophy they failed to discover God or come
to a knowledge of Him (V. 21). It pleased God to choose the
foolishness of preaching to savethem that believe. God sent out
the message, the announcement of His Son coming to this bank-
rupt world and going to the cross - by that word, it saves. Praise
God!

The Jews look for a sign, the cross should have been that sign,
but instead it was a stumbling block (something to fall over).
They saw Jesus as beaten and defeated. They wanted spectacular
manifestation, the cross was an offence to them (V. 22,23). The
Greeks (Gentiles) seek after wisdom and they saw the cross as
foolishness because it was outside the realm of thingsthey knew.
Isthis not the attitude of many people today toward the cross of
Christ?

“Buttothecalled” (v. 24), who arethey? Them that believe (note,
V. 21). To them Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of
God. That which men count foolish and weak ismightier than all
the wisdom of men (V. 25). The crosswas not defeat, but the way
of victory and life.

The things of supposed human wisdom are futile and powerless
(V. 26-29). Paul says, behold your calling brethren. In other words
ponder this, that not many wise after the flesh, not many mighty,
nor noble are called. Paul didn’t say “none,” just “not many.”
Some church members boast of the intellectual people in their
fellowship or thewell-born, etc. But aren’t you glad itisto those



that smply believe what God says and what He has done. Con-
sider Jesus words in Mt. 11:25-30.

Weread of aremarkable contrast in Vs. 27 and 28 between fleshly
thinking and divine provision. God chose the foolish things of
the world to disgrace the wise, the weak things to disgrace the
strong, the base things, the despised He chose. Think over the
things held wise by the thinkers of this world. God refuses all
those things. What did He choose? The foolish things, the weak,
base, despised (that is what they are in men’s thinking). What is
the purpose of God'schoice?V. 29-31 tellsus, that no flesh should
glory (boast) in His presence.

“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp-
tion...” All because of Him and it all belongs to those in Christ
Jesus. May we by faith appropriate the provisionsthat areoursin
Christ.

Earlene Davis

C\__:,///:/\_NC_,)
He left us the Word . . .

For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten son,
that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish,
but have everlasting life.
John. 3:16



Seek and ‘Find

Find the underlined words

in the puzzle on page 10
John 14:1-4
1 ‘Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in GGod,
believe also in me.
2 ‘In my ‘Father(s house are many mansions: if it

were not so, ‘I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you.

3 And if T go and prepare a place for you, T will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there
ye may be also.

4 JAnd whither ‘I go ye know, and the way ye know.
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